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5 Fire Regime Groups
1. 0 - 35 year frequency, non-lethal severity

(longneedle pines)
2.  0 - 35 year frequency, stand replacement 

severity (grass/shrub) (mountain shrub)
3.  35 - 100 year frequency, mixed severity
4.  35 - 100 year frequency, stand replacement  

severity (Boreal Forest - LPP)
5.  200 + year frequency, stand replacement 

severity (Sub Alpine types)





FEDERAL AGENCY OWNERSHIP
ACRES BY
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Condition Class Estimation
of Fire Group 1
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What Have We Done?



PRESCRIBED FIRE TREND
1997-2002

Figures Calculated in Millions & Thousands
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Prescribed Fire Program
in F.S. Wilderness

Region Year #Acres
8 1994 2,760
8 1995 4,980
8 1996 7,582
6 1996 1,000
8 1997 3,940
6 1997 400
8 1998 6,130
6 1998 500
8 1999 5,045
6 1999 1,000

33,337



1970 - 2002
WFU PROGRAM SUMMARY 

 
 # Fires # Acres 

NPS 2,761 386,438 
USFS 1,594 614,336 

Other Ag. 118  15,076 
   

Totals 4,473 1,015,850 
 

 



USFS WFU TREND
1996-2001

Region # WFU #Acres 
1 244 95,003 
2 23 1,451 
3 85 62,180 
4 139 52,768 
5 45 3,573 
6 13 13,122 
9 6 4,828 

Totals 555 232,924 
 



USFS WFU SUMMARY
1972-2001

Region # Fires #Acres 
1 744 312,168 
2 23 1,451 
3 440 159,893 
4 296 109,419 
5 51 4,353 
6 11 1,038 
9 38 5,241 

Totals 1,603 593,563 
   

 



USFS WFU
2001

Region # Fires #Acres 
1 59 28,185 
2 14 963 
3 23 8,062 
4 4 521 
5 12 254 
6 3 7 
8 0 0 
9 0 0 

Totals 115 37,992 
 



Can We Do More?

• Money and people
• Additional skills
• Integration with/LRMP
• Fire use education
• Increased risk acceptance
• Community based collaboration
• Agency and social culture
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1998 R-1 AMR to Wilderness Fire 
Occurrence

• PNF’s
• 57 for 26,385 AC.

• Wildland Fires
• Control   44 for 810 AC
• Confine    5 for 2,985 AC

• 106 fires - 54% PNF,  42% Control,  4% confine



Program “Story” 
2000-2002 Fire Seasons

• Consequences 

• Influence of past management 
decisions  

• Consequences 

• Influence of past management 
decisions  



BOB MARSHALL WILDERNESS 
AMR TO WILDLAND OCCURRENCE

1930 - 1984   
5,456 TOTAL ACRES



BOB MARSHALL WILDERNESS - AMR
TO WILDLAND FIRE OCCURRENCE

1984 - 1994   
312,788 TOTAL ACRES











2002 – CC 2 & 3 Expenses
• $350 mm
•80,000 Families
•290 Homes
•70%  Focus
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Ultimately the 
Agency 
Administrator must 
say YES or NO!
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Provide our best 
decision input based 
on experience and 
science.

Provide our best 
decision input based 
on experience and 
science.
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2002 Summary
Fire Regime Group 1 Fires

• 36 Large Fires > 1000 Acres
• 1,491,000 Acres Burned
• 31,000 Resources Committed
• 46,000 Residence Evacuations
• 1,269 Structures Lost
• $364mm Suppression Expense



Uncalculated Collateral Damage & Loss

• Replacement cost of structural loss
• Damage to natural resources – PP stand 

replacement loss
• Loss of watershed retention & watershed run-off
• Costs associated with long-term evacuations
• Costs to RED CROSS & FEMA
• Business loss during period of suppression
• Cost of long-term fire areas rehab
• Long-term loss of business revenue – altered 

landscape 



Rx Fire Trend
1997 - 2002
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